
South Shore Area –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

 1.  Bark Bay Slough State Natural Area
 Bark Bay Slough State Natural Area (SNA) is a must stop for waterfowl, shorebirds 
and migrating warblers. Paddle the slough or watch along Bark Bay Rd. for best 
results. Then continue to Bark Point, a narrow peninsula jutting into Lake Superior, 
where large concentrations of Blue Jays, warblers and other migrating songbirds 
can be seen. Check the lakefront in Herbster for migrating songbirds or waterfowl 
offshore, including Long-tailed Duck, Red-throated Loon or Red-necked Grebe. A 
scope is a must here. Travel south of town on the Lenawee Rd. for field birds like 
meadowlarks, bobolinks, kestrels and others.
	Difficulty: Roadside walks, on flat gravel or paved roads, and of a self-selected 
distance.
	Note: Be prepared for chilly weather as lake breezes often cool the air here in 
spring.
	Directions:	From Cornucopia, travel west on State Hwy. 13 for 4.5 miles; take a 
right on Bark Bay Rd. and look for the parking lot on the right (less than 1 mile). 

2.  Port Wing Breakwall & Harbor
 In Port Wing, the breakwall and harbor may host gulls, terns, shorebirds, loons and 
other waterfowl. East of town, walk through towering pines on the Big Pete Rd. for 
Brown Creepers, thrushes and migrating warblers. Quarry Rd. to the west is also 
excellent. 
	Difficulty: Roadside walks, on flat gravel or paved roads, and of a self-selected 
distance.
 Note: Be prepared for chilly weather as lake breezes often cool the air here in 
spring.
 Directions: In Port Wing, turn north on Washington Ave., merge onto Lakeview Rd. 
Turn left on Beach Rd. which ends at the breakwall/harbor entrance.

3.  Meyers Beach Trailhead
 This hike begins at the Meyers Beach trailhead for Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore’s Lakeshore Trail. The trail passes through second-growth forest of aspen, 
birch, maple, balsam fir and scattered stands of red and white pine as it parallels 
the shoreline at the western end of the park’s mainland unit. A series of view points 
overlooking sandstone cliffs honeycombed with arches and sea caves are found 2 to 
2.5 miles from the trailhead. In mid-late May, several species of woodland warblers 
(Black-throated Green, Ovenbird, American Redstart, Nashville, Northern Parula, 
Black and White, Magnolia, Yellow-rumped and Canada), vireos, sparrows, and 
thrushes may be seen and heard along the trail. Bald Eagles frequently fly along the 
shoreline, and waterfowl may be spotted on the lake. The parking lot clearing at the 
trailhead is an excellent place to view birds in the surrounding forest and brush.
	Difficulty: Challenging. The rugged round-trip walk to the sea caves is at least 4 
miles out and back along the same path. Boardwalk covers the first 0.7 mile of 
the trail. Where the boardwalk ends, the trail rises and falls as it crosses several 
intermittent streams in route to overlooks of the sea caves from clifftop vantage 
points. This part of the trail may be muddy. Be sure to stay back from the cliff edge.
 Cost: The National Park Service charges a $5 fee for parking at Meyers Beach.
 Directions: The Meyers Beach parking lot is at the end of Meyers Road, 4 miles east 
of Cornucopia or 18 miles west of Bayfield off State Hwy. 13.

 4.  Little Sand Bay
 Little Sand Bay is on the northern tip of the Bayfield Peninsula at the eastern end 
of the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore’s mainland unit. The road ends at the 
parking lot of the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore visitor center. The grounds 
of the visitor center feature a variety of exhibits about the area’s cultural history, 

including the restored commercial fish tug TWILITE. Openings around the visitor 
center, parking lots, and the adjacent Town of Russell campground provide clear 
views of birds like Robins, Blue Jays and Cedar Waxwings in the surrounding trees. 
A quarter-mile stroll along the beach east of the visitor center and harbor area leads 
to a wetland and slough where Great Blue Herons, Red-winged Blackbirds, Belted 
Kingfishers and Bald Eagles may be seen. The road west of the NPS buildings 
leads about a quarter mile through a dense northern hardwood hemlock forest 
where woodland warblers like Ovenbirds, Black-throated Green, American Redstart, 
Northern Parula and Nashville may be seen from mid-May into June. Look for 
occasional waterbirds on Lake Superior and potential rarities along the shore, such 
as Northern Mockingbird, Summer Tanager or other displaced migrants.
 Difficulty:  Average. The beach may be narrow due to high lake levels.
 Note:  Visitor Center is not open in May. Exhibits are available 24/7.
 Cost: Parking is free.
 Directions: From Bayfield, go 5 miles north on State Hwy. 13, turn right on Old Cty. 
Hwy. K for 5 miles, then turn right on the Little Sand Bay Rd. and follow it to the 
end.

5.   Lost Creek Falls
 Venture on a meandering trail through open mature forests of aspen, fir and pine 
to the picturesque Lost Creek Falls. This little hidden gem can be found south of 
Cornucopia. Walk the trail in search of Hermit Thrush, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Pine 
Warbler, Broad-winged Hawk, migrating warblers and various other forest birds.
 Difficulty: Challenging. The trail is 3 miles round trip with occasional hilly terrain. 
Some sections of the trail have been improved with gravel and boardwalks. Care 
should be taken around slippery rocks by the falls.
 Cost: No entrance fee.
 Directions: In Washburn, turn left on Cty. Hwy. C/8th Ave. W. Take Cty. Hwy. C for 
17.4 miles. Turn left onto Trail Dr. and travel .5 mile to the trailhead parking lot. 
From Cornucopia, travel south on Cty. Hwy. C for a little over 2 miles, then turn right 
on Trail Dr. and travel .5 mile to the trailhead parking lot.

Bayfield Area  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

6.  Pikes Creek at the Les Voigt State Fish Hatchery
The hike begins at the parking lot for the Les Voigt State Fish Hatchery. Walk 
between the buildings to the fish ponds. In May, nesting pairs of Canada Geese and 
their goslings linger about the ponds while 10-15 species of warblers flit through 
the surrounding brush. Look for Yellow, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-rumped, 
Palm, Cape May, Mourning, Canada and Magnolia warblers, along with Belted 
Kingfishers, Great Blue Herons, Wood Ducks and Tree Swallows here. Then follow 
the service road past the service building to the Red Dam where the road becomes 
a trail, passing an old beaver pond as it follows Pikes Creek. Watch for Northern 
Waterthrush, Ovenbirds, Chestnut-sided, Nashville, Black and White and Northern 
Parula warblers, Winter Wrens, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, Bald Eagles, Red-eyed 
and Blue-headed vireos, and Song and White-throated sparrows along the creek.
 Difficulty: Easy. The path is flat. There may be some wet and/or muddy areas 
around the ponds and along the trail. The trail ends about a mile up the creek. The 
round trip hike is 2 miles, but often the best warbler action is just a short distance 
from the parking lot.
 Note: The Fish Hatchery visitor center features exhibits and a viewing area to 
witness hatchery operations. Visitor center hours are variable and subject to change.
 Cost: Parking is free.
 Directions: The hatchery is located at 83875 State Hwy. 13, about 2.3 miles south 
of Bayfield.
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7.  North Pikes Creek Wetlands
 Consisting of 400 acres at the headwaters of North Pikes Creek, this community 
forest and outdoor education area was established in 2012. Explore shrublands, 
forested wetlands and a Class I trout stream in search of warblers such as Wilson’s, 
Palm, Chestnut-sided, Canada and Golden-winged, Winter Wren, Wood Thrush 
and Olive-sided and Least flycatchers, along with smaller numbers of waterbirds 
like ducks, bitterns, Trumpeter Swans and shorebirds, such as Greater and Lesser 
yellowlegs, and solitary sandpipers. The marsh at Beaver Hollow hosts a large Great 
Blue Heron rookery.
 Difficulty: Average. A trail and universally accessible boardwalk provides easy 
access to prime viewing platforms. Trail is .5 mile round trip.
 Note: https://northpikescreek.org/
 Cost: No entrance fee.
 Directions: From Bayfield, travel north and west on State Hwy. 13 for 7.3 miles. 
Turn left onto Compton Rd. and drive approximately 1 mile. Parking lot is on the 
left. 88850 Compton Rd.

8.  Jerry Jay Jolly Trail
 The Star Route parking lot is the jumping-off point for accessing the 8-mile Jerry 
Jay Jolly Trail network meandering through second-growth forest and along Pikes 
Creek. The 1.5-mile round trip walk from the trailhead to the bridge crossing Pikes 
Creek passes through upland forest and past a meadow before descending into the 
valley along the creek, where the forest features towering cedars, pines, maples, 
basswood, and birch. Watch for warblers (Ovenbirds, Black-throated Green, Black 
and White, Blackburnian and Northern Parula), vireos, White-throated Sparrows, 
Winter Wrens, thrushes, Spotted Sandpipers and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers 
along the creek. The parking lot clearing is a good spot to see Song Sparrows, 
Northern Flickers, finches, Indigo Buntings, Cedar Waxwings or Ruby-throated 
Hummingbirds.
 Difficulty: Average. The trail is well maintained, but may be muddy in spots. The hill 
leading into the creek valley is pretty steep.
 Note: The trailhead has a pit toilet and picnic table.
 Cost: Parking is free.
 Directions: From Bayfield, take State Hwy. 13 South .5 mile to Cty. Hwy. J. Turn 
right and go 1.3 miles to the four-way stop. Continue straight on Star Route Rd. for 
2.3 miles to the Jerry Jay Jolly/Pikes Creek parking lot. This left turn is marked by a 
small, brown “hiker” sign on your right. 

9.  Bayfield’s Big Ravine – Gil Larsen Trail
 This lovely trail meanders along a small creek through the Big Ravine’s tall forests of 
pine, maple, hemlock and aspen. The trail passes under the historic Iron Bridge and 
past a small waterfall. It features several sets of wooden stairs and creek crossings 
on stepping stones. A half mile up the creek, hikers have the choice of turning 
around to return to the trailhead or climbing out of the Big Ravine on the Pine Bluff 
Trail that connects to the East Rim Trail running for 1.5 miles along the edge of the 
ravine. Birds commonly spotted along the Gil Larsen Trail include Blue Jays, Crows, 
Black-capped Chickadees, Pileated Woodpeckers, Red-breasted Nuthatches, Yellow-
bellied Sapsuckers, thrushes and sparrows. 
 Difficulty: Average. Stepping stones in the creek may be slippery and uneven. If 
you choose to climb out of the ravine on the connector trail, the climb is steep.
 Note: The parking lot may fill on busy weekends.
 Cost: Parking is free.
 Directions: The trailhead for the Gil Larsen Trail is located in the city of Bayfield, on 
Washington Ave., between Second and South Broad St.

10.  Big Bay State Park on Madeline Island
 Take a journey to this beautiful state park on Madeline Island, where over 240 bird 
species have been seen. Catch the Madeline Island Ferry boat in Bayfield for a short 
20-minute trip. Once on the island, the state park is a 10-minute drive. This 2,300-
acre park has a 1.5-mile beach, campground, picnic areas and more that 7 miles of 
hiking, boardwalk and nature trails. Each trail offers different habitats to explore, 
from mature pine forests to hardwoods to beaches and lagoon. Birds to look for 
include Bald Eagles, shorebirds, gulls, waterfowl, herons and migratory songbirds, 
including a wide diversity of warblers from mid-May through early June. 

 Difficulty: Average. The Barrier Beach Boardwalk Trail is 2 miles round trip and easy 
walking, but it includes a stairway to access the boardwalk trail. The Bay View Woods 
Trail loop is 2.9 miles in length with several shorter loops that connect to this trail. 
Visit the trails map link for more details: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/
bigbay/maps
 Big	Bay	birding	checklist: https://madferry.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/
Big-Bay-St-Park-Bird-Brochure.pdf
 Note: A state park sticker is required. 
 Cost: See https://madferrycom/ferry-schedule for prices and schedule.
 Directions: From the town of LaPointe on Madeline Island, turn right onto Fort Rd. 
Travel 2 blocks and turn left on Chebomnicon Rd./Cty Hwy. H for 3.8 miles. Then 
continue straight on Hagen Rd. for 1.9 miles to the state park entrance.

Washburn Area  ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

11.  Thompson’s West End Park
 Washburn offers exciting birding opportunities along Lake Superior. Thompson’s 
West End Park hosts migrating waterfowl, gulls, terns, swallows and shorebirds. 
Rarities abound from this site, including Tropical Kingbird, Sage Thrasher, Laughing 
Gull and others.
 Note: A spotting scope is very helpful for lakefront birding.
 Directions: Taking State Hwy. 13 north to Washburn. Turn right on Bigelow St.  
(1048 W. Bigelow St.) as you’re entering town.

12.  Washburn Lakefront Trail
 For landbirds, wander woodland edges or better yet, hike the .75-mile Lakefront 
Trail from the boat launch east to the marina. The marina and former coal dock are 
also worth checking for shorebirds, waterbirds or wayward landbirds.
 Difficulty: Easy. The Washburn Lakefront Trail is gravel with minor terrain and 
uneven surfaces.
 Note: A spotting scope is very helpful for lakefront birding.
 Directions: In Washburn, turn east off State Hwy. 13 near the Holiday Station. At 
the end of the road is the parking area. Trail is to the left.

13.  Memorial Park & Big Rock Park
 Nearby Memorial Park provides more spectacular lake views amid tall pines, where 
Pine Warbler, Red Crossbill, Merlin and other species may be found. Farther inland 
about 3 miles, don’t miss Big Rock County Park, which lies on the Sioux River and 
hosts excellent warbler diversity during spring migration, including Blackburnian, 
Canada, Bay-breasted, and sometimes Black-throated Blue Warblers.
 Difficulty: Memorial Park, easy. Big Rock County Park, challenging,  has limited 
trails that may be narrow, steep and slippery, while its campground is flat with easy 
walking.
 Directions: In Washburn, turn right off State Hwy. 13 on 6th Ave. E. (other side of 
town towards Bayfield). 6th Ave. E. turns into Park Rd. – Memorial Park. (106 6th 
Ave. E.) To reach Big Rock County Park, take Cty. Hwy. C in Washburn northwest from 
State Hwy. 13 for 1.6 miles. Then turn right (north) onto Big Rock Rd. and travel 1.5 
miles to the campground and parking area on your right just after the river/bridge.
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14.  Long Lake Recreational Area
 Long Lake Recreation Area features a 32-acre lake with two picnic areas, a swim 
beach and carry-in boat launch. Hike the 1-mile loop around the lake (includes a 
boardwalk across a bog), search the edges for warblers, sparrows, woodpeckers, 
thrushes and check the lake for waterfowl. Beavers may be spotted near the lake’s 
west end. Pack a lunch and enjoy the tall pines in the picnic area and perhaps a loon 
calling from the lake.
 Difficulty: Average. Uneven terrain with exposed roots.
Cost: $5.00 day-use fee required or the $30 annual Forest Service vehicle sticker.
 Directions: From Washburn, follow State Hwy. 13 south 1 mile, turn right (west) 
onto Wannebo Rd. for 6 miles. Turn right at the Long Lake Recreation Area sign 
(FR435) for .1 mile. Turn left onto FR1890 for .2 miles.

15.  Birch Grove Recreational Area
 Birch Grove is nestled between 22-acre East and 16-acre West Twin Lakes. The 
campground area and shoreline edges provide excellent birding each spring, 
featuring Least Flycatchers, Baltimore Orioles, Spotted Sandpipers, Common Loons, 
Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers, several vireo species and the potential for good numbers 
of migrating warblers. Eastern Whip-poor-wills are very vocal at night, with potential 
to also hear Barred Owls, Common Nighthawks, coyotes or calling loons.  
 Difficulty: Easy walking on gravel road surface. 
 Cost: Park free in the boat launch area of the campground. 
Note: The trail circling West Twin Lake is no longer passable due to downed trees 
from recent wind storms.
 Directions: From Washburn, follow State Hwy. 13 south 1 mile, turn right (west) 
on the Wannebo Rd. for 8 miles. Turn right (north) on Forest Road 252 for 2 miles 
and right (east) on Forest Road 435 for 1 mile. FR435 provides a more direct route 
between Long Lake and Birch Grove but has more unpredictable road conditions 
that may only be suitable for vehicles with 4WD or high clearance.

Ashland Lakefront & West  ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

16.  Bayview Park
 Spring birding can be spectacular along Ashland’s Chequamegon Bay shoreline. 
On the east side of town, Bayview Park offers a scenic view of the lake, including 
Tern Island, where common terns, loons, cormorants, waterfowl and occasionally 
shorebirds may be seen. Bike or walk the lakefront trail from here west to Kreher 
Park to see migrating landbirds, waterbirds just offshore, or perhaps a rare songbird 
blown off course.
 Difficulty: Easy.
 Note: A spotting scope is very helpful for lakefront birding. Beware of cool lake 
breezes during spring months.
 Directions: Easily accessible via US Hwy. 2 on the east end of Ashland.

17.  Maslowski Beach and Prentice Park
 On your way west, look for Peregrine Falcons nesting near the Xcel power plant 
before stopping at Maslowski Beach, one of the region’s best birding sites. Look 
for shorebirds, gulls and terns on the beach and rocks, as well as loons, grebes, 
pelicans and various ducks offshore. Just inland on the south side of US Hwy. 2 
is Prentice Park, another of the region’s best birding sites. Check the lagoon and 
adjacent marsh for ducks, herons, bitterns and rails, and walk the various trails for 
migrating thrushes, warblers and sparrows.
 Difficulty: Easy. Flat, sandy beach area.
 Note: A spotting scope is very helpful for lakefront birding. Beware of cool lake 
breezes during spring months.
 Directions: Maslowski Beach is easily accessible via US Hwy. 2 just west of Ashland. 
To reach Prentice Park, traveling east into Ashland on US Hwy. 2, turn south onto 
Turner Rd., just east of Maslowski Beach. Take the first road on the right to enter the 
park.

18.  Fish Creek Sloughs
 Continuing west along US Hwy. 2, look for Trumpeter Swans, ducks, herons and other 
waterbirds in the Fish Creek Sloughs, and then park below the second (westernmost) “Long 
Bridge” near the outlet of Fish Creek at the head of Chequamegon Bay. Glimpse the water 

for shorebirds, ducks, pelicans, swallows and more, and walk the grassy trail north along 
the willows for potentially great activity from warblers and other migrating landbirds.
 Difficulty: Easy.
 Note: A spotting scope is very helpful for lakefront birding. Beware of cool lake 
breezes during spring months.
 Directions: Travel east from Ashland, you will cross the Long Bridge less than 2 
miles from the city limits. Take the first right, Long Bridge Rd. and follow it to a 
parking area.

19.  David R. Obey Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center & Whittlesey 
  Creek National Wildlife Refuge
 The David R. Obey Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center (NGLVC) features two trail 
systems with easy access to a variety of birding habitats. The NGLVC’s boardwalk 
trail winds through fields, black ash swamp, sedge meadow and mature cedar 
and tamarack swamps. Woodpeckers, sparrows, warblers, Baltimore Oriole, Cedar 
waxwing, Eastern Meadowlark, Sora, Common Yellowthroat, Red-winged Blackbird, 
Marsh Wren, Eastern Bluebird and Winter Wren nest here. The ponds attract 
migratory waterfowl and raptors soar over the open fields and wetlands. The Aldo 
Leopold Land Stewardship Trail features a viewing platform overlooking the North 
Fork of Fish Creek. Take along a trail booklet to learn more about the landscape 
restoration taking place. Waterfowl can be found along the creek and wetlands. 
Woodpeckers, warblers and other woodland species are found in the forests and 
bluebirds, Tree Swallows and sparrows in the fields. The Whittlesey Creek National 
Wildlife Refuge property is adjacent to the NGLVC and provides good habitat for 
a wide variety of birds, including Wilson’s snipe, American Kestrel, Le Conte’s 
Sparrow, migrating warblers and other songbirds. The creek is a Class I trout stream 
and spawning area for coaster brook trout and coho salmon.
 Difficulty: Easy. The boardwalk trail is .6 mile in length in two adjoining loops. 
Sections of level gravel, pavement and accessible boardwalks. The Aldo Leopold 
Land Stewardship Trail is 1.2 miles round trip from the NGLVC. The trail is 
moderately accessible with gravel and boardwalk surfaces. Whittlesey Creek NWR 
trail spur is a short, easy walk from the parking lot.
 Cost: Admission is free. 
 Note: The NGLVC may not be open in May. https://www.nglvc.org/ Additional 
parking area is located at the intersection of Cty. Hwy. G and Terwilliger Rd.
 Directions: From Ashland, travel west on US Hwy. 2 for 2 miles to the roundabout. 
Continue west on US Hwy. 2 for .25 mile to Cty. Hwy. G. Turn right on Cty. Hwy. G 
and turn right into the NGLVC. Whittlesey Creek NWR: from the NGLVC, turn right 
onto Cty. Hwy. G for .25 mile, turn right onto Terwilliger Rd. Travel for .75 mile to the 
intersection of Terwilliger and Cherryville roads. Continue straight into the entrance 
of the refuge.
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20.  Moquah Barrens
 Located within the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest, this unique and rare 
ecosystem consists of dry, sandy soils with rolling topography shaped by the glacier. 
An important bird area, the open landscape interspersed with trees provides habitat 
for an interesting mix of species. Possibilities include Vesper and Clay-colored 
Sparrows, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Brewer’s Blackbird, Upland Sandpiper, Eastern 
Bluebird, Sharp-tailed Grouse, American kestrel, Eastern Towhee, Brown Thrasher, 
and, if lucky, a rare butterfly or American Badger. Stop at the Research Natural Area, 
take a hike and enjoy this unique area.
 Difficulty:  Forest Road 236 is paved – a popular bicycle route, watch for cyclists as 
well as logging trucks. Be alert when traveling any side roads – these roads have a 
sandy base and some may require high-clearance vehicles.  
 Directions: From Ashland, take US Hwy. 2 west approximately 12 miles. Turn right 
on Forest Road 236 (Ino Rd.) and travel about 7 miles.

South of Ashland Area  –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

21.  Copper Falls State Park
 Ancient lava flows, deep gorges and spectacular waterfalls make Copper Falls 
State Park one of Wisconsin’s most scenic parks. Approximately 17 miles of trails 
meander the forest with picturesque waterfall overlooks and a chance to view 
warblers, vireos, thrushes and other forest birds. For the adventurous hiker, the 
North Country National Scenic Trail traverses 4 miles through the park.
	Difficulty: Average. Expect some stair climbs and uneven terrain on trails.
	Cost: State Park Vehicle Admission sticker required.
	Directions: From Ashland, take State Hwy. 13 south 23 miles; turn left onto State 
Hwy. 169 N/State Hwy. 169 Trunk/Copper Falls Dr. 1.7 miles; turn left onto Copper 
Falls Rd. (36683 Copper Falls Rd.)

22.  Morgan Falls
 Nestled within the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest is the 70-foot-high 
Morgan Falls, one of the tallest waterfalls in Wisconsin. Walk the easy .6-mile 
trail through maturing northern forest dominated by sugar maple and basswood, 
with scattered hemlock, white pine and cedar. Species to search for include Black-
throated Blue, Canada, Northern Parula, Nashville, Mourning and Blackburnian 
warblers, Veery, Scarlet Tanager, Brown Creeper, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue-
headed Vireo and Hermit and Wood thrush. The pond viewed to the north after 
crossing the second foot bridge often has a nesting pair of trumpeter swans 
and other waterfowl. Spring wildflowers such as large-flowered trillium, violets, 
Dutchman’s-breeches, Carolina spring-beauty, cut-leaf toothwort, trout lily, blue-
bead lily and red and white baneberry can be found in abundance. Be sure to stay 
on the trail. This area has a high concentration of sensitive plants and land snails.
 Difficulty: Easy. The Morgan Falls trail is 1.2 miles round trip on hard-packed 
surface. A connecting trail leads to St. Peter’s Dome, which is a rigorous 3.6-mile 
round trip over hilly, uneven ground. A trail map and more detailed information can 
be found at https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/cnnf/recarea/?recid=27749
 Cost: A $5 day use fee is required or $30 annual Forest Service sticker.
 Note: Care should be taken around slippery rocks by the falls.
 Directions: In Ashland, turn south onto Sanborn Ave./State Hwy. 112. Follow for 
about 9 miles. Go straight on Cty. Hwy. E into the town of Sanborn. Go about 1.5 
miles past Sanborn. Turn left onto Ashland-Bayfield Rd. Follow south for about 4.2 
miles, the parking area and trailhead will be on the left.

23.  Lincoln Community Forest
 Created in 2012, the nearly 400-acre Lincoln Community Forest was the first 
US Forest Service-funded community forest in Wisconsin. Owned by Landmark 
Conservancy and in partnership with the Friends of the Lincoln Community Forest, 
the forest protects a 2-mile section of the Marengo River and has 3.5 miles of trails. 
A mix of young and old forest with some wetlands and the river corridor provide 
habitat diversity for an interesting array of birds and wildlife.
 Difficulty: Average. Easy hiking on maintained logging roads. Uneven, steep 
terrain along ridge trail overlooking the Marengo River.
 Directions: From Ashland, take US Hwy. 2 to Sanborn Ave 1.2 miles; continue on 
State Hwy. 112 for 8.1 miles; continue straight onto Cty. Hwy. E for 3.6 miles; turn 
left onto Four Corners Store Rd. for 2.5 miles; turn right to stay on Four Corners 

Store Rd. for 2.5 miles; turn right onto E. Altamont Rd.; turn right onto Marengo 
River Rd. for .5 mile; look for trailhead on the right.

24.  Clam Lake Area
 The Clam Lake area of southern Ashland County offers birders the best chance 
of seeing northern specialties like Canada Jay, Spruce Grouse and Black-backed 
Woodpecker, although these species are already rare and continue to decline 
in numbers. Other species often sought here include Red and White-winged 
Crossbills, Evening Grosbeak, Northern Goshawk, Common Loon, Bald Eagles, 
Trumpeter Swans and a wide variety of forest songbirds featuring Lincoln’s Sparrow, 
Yellow-bellied and Olive-sided flycatchers, and a fantastic diversity of migrating and 
breeding warblers. Elk, wolves, bears, otters, fishers and other mammals also call 
this wild country home. The forest roads south of Clam Lake, east and west of Cty. 
Hwy. GG can offer particularly good opportunities for birding. Closer to town, check 
out Day Lake, Chippewa Lake, Twin Lakes and forest roads eastward. Walk or slowly 
drive roads to hear bird song, find pockets of bird activity, or spot a rare mammal.
 Difficulty: Easy walking on mostly level, gravel roads.
 Cost: $5.00 day-use fee required or the $30 annual Forest Service vehicle sticker at 
the Day Lake Day Use Area.
Note: Some areas are especially remote without cell phone coverage. Gas up and 
be prepared in case of unforeseen circumstances. Bug spray is recommended from 
late May onward. 
 Directions: Clam Lake lies between Mellen, Glidden, Hayward and Cable near 
the intersection of State Hwy. 77, Cty. Hwy. M and Cty. Hwy. GG. Drive time from 
Ashland is 45 minutes to one hour.

Northern Iron County ––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

25.  Saxon Harbor & Nearby Waterfalls
 Northern Iron County hosts excellent spring birding and a spectacular array of 
waterfalls. Visit Saxon Harbor for lakeshore access and sightings of Bald Eagle, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Belted Kingfisher, various swallows, and the potential for 
excellent migration of landbirds, shorebirds, and waterfowl. Nearby Superior Falls 
is 90 feet high and often hosts migrant warblers. Heading east stop by Kimball Park 
for a lovely riverside setting and more warbler potential. Looking for a woodland 
hike? Try Interstate Falls near the Michigan border, which has a wildflower-filled trail 
through hemlock woods on the way to rushing falls on the Montreal River. Then 
head south to check out Gile Falls and the north end of the Gile Flowage, which can 
host open-water birds. Continue west to Upson Falls, which is easily accessed, and 
then up State Hwy. 122 to Corrigan’s Lookout. Take the short but rugged hike uphill 
to an amazing overlook, looking for Black-throated Blue and other warblers along 
the way. Next up is Foster Falls, another beautiful site for birdwatching, but beware 
of difficult road conditions before late May. Back to the west, Potato River Falls near 
Gurney is among the most popular, and rightfully so. Birding for warblers and other 
forest songbirds can be excellent here. Those looking for more adventure may also 
try Wren Falls, again being mindful of soft and muddy spring road conditions.
 Difficulty: Moderate. Most of these sites involve short to moderate-length hikes 
on muddy trails with uneven or rocky terrain. Potato River and Superior Falls have 
steep stair climbs. 
 Note: Find more info and a map of waterfalls here: https://ironcountywi.com/
waterfalls/
 Directions: Saxon Harbor is reached via State Hwy. 122 and Cty. Hwy. A north of 
US Hwy. 2 near Saxon. Other sites center around US Hwy. 2 toward Ironwood, State 
Hwy. 77 from Hurley to Upson, State Hwy. 122 north to Saxon, and State Hwy. 169 
south toward Gurney.
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